
  ITEM 9 

Clerk Report Following Joint Meeting with IPC, GTA, East Sussex Highways and 

National Highways 

Present: Cllr David Smedley and Jenner Sands (IPC), Lawrence Stringer (GTA Civils and 

Transport), Cllr Keith Glazier and Nick Skelton (East Sussex Highways), John Farnaby 

(National Highways). 

Meeting Date: 7th March 2023 – 6.00 pm at Rye Harbour Village Hall 

The Clerk and Cllr Smedley met with GTA, East Sussex Highways and National Highways 

regarding the proposed traffic calming measures in Winchelsea.  

It was made clear that the no left turn no right turn was still the preferred option for the Council 

and for residents.  

National Highways confirmed that as the junction is not theirs, any civils work would need to 

be carried out by East Sussex Highways. Both National Highways and East Sussex Highways 

confirmed that they would not be able to meet these costs as there are other junctions/ road 

works that are a higher priority due to a higher number of serious collisions and/ or fatalities.  

Lawrence Stringer asked whether, funding aside, the proposal itself would be accepted by 

National Highways. National Highways confirmed that they would not support the scheme as 

there would be concerns about where cars would turn around if they got to the bottom of 

Strand Hill and realised they could only turn left. He said that the only place that he could see 

they could do this is in Station Road which would involve cars turning in to oncoming traffic 

which would then raise safety concerns.  

National Highways also said that as the proposal would still involve cars turning out of the 

junction on to the A259, the junction would have to be brought up to standard to approve the 

line of site, even if the buildouts etc. weren’t implemented.  

Both National Highways and East Sussex Highways confirmed that the two proposals that 

would be accepted were:- 

• Closure of Strand Hill 

• One way Westbound (up Strand Hill). 

The Clerk confirmed that residents had raised concerns about a one way system in that 

presently, oncoming traffic naturally slows cars down. The concern is that if it was a one way 

cars would have a clear run through and this could potentially increase vehicle speeds.  

Lawrence Stringer confirmed that the one way could be implemented at the top junction of 

Strand Hill which would mean that the High Street would remain as two way traffic. 

There was a general discussion about both options. The Clerk noted that full closure of Strand 

Hill did come joint second place along with the traffic light option but that it was impossible to 

know what the results would be if the no left turn no right turn option wasn’t on the table. 

National Highways confirmed that the traffic lights would not be supported by National 

Highways.  

National Highways confirmed that one way Westbound would not involve the civil engineering 

works as it would prevent cars from turning out of the junction in either direction and therefore 

the line of sight would not need to be improved.  

East Sussex confirmed that they would expect to see further ‘soft consultation’ on both options 

before taking either option forward. They said that ideally, they would need to see 80-90% 
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favour in either option. They would also have to complete their own consultation as part of the 

TRO process. On this note, East Sussex Highways confirmed that they felt the most likely 

option to progress through the TRO process is the one way option as road closures almost 

always receive more objections than one way systems. They confirmed that if a high number 

of objections are received the proposal would not progress through the planning stage. 

Lawrence Stringer agreed with this. Cllr Smedley also raised the business in the town could 

potentially be at risk should the road be closed.  

All parties confirmed that the option most likely to pass the TRO stage would be the one way 

Westbound option.  

Clerk’s recommendation 

The Clerk recommends reconsulting the public on both options making it clear what 

National Highways and East Sussex Highways have said in relation to the road closure 

option. 


